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Notes from the Chair
Exciting times ahead for your Society!
One thing that has emerged from the pandemic is
how easy it is to hear really good speakers via
Zoom and, although when we are able to return to
the Drill Hall, it will be good to have ‘live’ speakers
again, I understand that it will also be possible to
have speakers address us via Zoom as now, but
projected on to the screen.

Wednesday 21st April, 7 pm
https://zoom.us/join
Meeting ID: 562 383 2571
Passcode: Waters

Your Executive Committee will also have to decide
on the format of Drill Hall meetings. Members will
recall that previously we have had two-part
meetings – a speaker and then, after tea, a
presentation on the civic side of our Society’s
functions.
Lately, as you know, we have been having separate
Civic group meetings with members and councillors
joining via Zoom. It may be that the Society will
wish to continue with these separate meetings, and
possibly continuing via Zoom to enable as many
relevant people as possible to attend.

Cecil Rhodes
A talk by Peter Crowhurst
author and editor of ‘British Empire 1815-1914’

Next, we are looking into the possibility of making
a series of short videos about Chepstow, to put on
YouTube and similar outlets. This will have the
effect of promoting Chepstow and, indirectly, the
Society. Watch this space!

In the last few days our equally long-serving
Membership Secretary Marian Thomas has
announced that she will be retiring and we are very
grateful to Angela Middleditch for stepping into her
shoes (subject to approval at the AGM!).

As you will be aware, and as will be confirmed at
our AGM in May (please see notice elsewhere in
this Bulletin) we have had changes in our officers
also. Our long serving Treasurer David Barber has
retired and has been replaced by another David –
David Nicholls and we are most grateful to him for
taking on this task.

Consequently with those two posts filled, and with
newcomers joining our Civic group, I am very
confident of the future of the Society. I will
continue to try and find interesting speakers for you
and I hope that Sallie and Keith James will be able
to arrange their tours for those members who wish
to participate when this wretched pandemic is
manageable.

Geoff Sumner

DRILL HALL UPDATE
We have received the following update from the Drill
Hall Management Committee:

EXCURSIONS
Having
now
returned
the
majority of funds paid for the
Belgium excursion, Sallie and l
have been overwhelmed by the
kind words and messages from
our Society members - to the
extent we are considering
another trip, once things have
opened up.
At the moment, British hotels
appear to be not sure when and
who is reopening.
We have considered Thanet,
taking in Canterbury Cathedral,
Margate (Turner exhibition),
Ramsgate (Marine Museum), and
Whitstable oysters and brewery!
This is just at the ideas stage either going in October or next
Spring.
Plus, we have been considering
running day trips.

What a year it has been! At long last there is some light at
the end of the tunnel with vaccinations and falling COVID
rates and we are very much looking forward to welcoming
back hirers, audiences and other users of the Drill Hall
Chepstow.
Use of the Drill Hall has obviously been badly affected,
going from close to daily bookings and regular events with
audiences of over 100 to nearly complete closure since
March 17th 2020.
We want to gradually work our way back, complying with
the regulations and hopefully getting to the point where
regulations are sufficiently relaxed to make it logistically
and economically possible for hirers to hold public events.
We understand that COVID 19 has had a huge impact on
many organisations and that there may still be uncertainty
about when to restart physical events, in particular when
speakers and audiences will feel comfortable with indoor
meetings.
Whilst the Drill Hall has been closed there has been a
complete revamp of the kitchen with second hand units
kindly donated and fitted by Cymru Kitchens, the toilets
and toilets lobby, entrance lobby, bar, back corridor have
been redecorated, the dressing room is currently being
redecorated, the floors have been polished, the main doors
have been replaced and the outside windows painted as
well as a general tidy up and clean.
We hope that you will enjoy the improvements we have
made as they provide a better environment for your
audiences/users.

Please come back to us with any
ideas and thoughts you all have
on these two items.

After the roadmap for the lockdown exit in Wales is
published, we will have a better understanding around reopening and what the regulations will be in terms of
audience numbers, social distancing and other
measures…..

Keith and Sallie James
01594 529713
kp.james@btinternet.com

Looking forward to welcoming you back to the Drill Hall.

Hilary Lodge
Secretary to the Drill Hall Management Committee

THE LIFE, DEATH, AND REDISCOVERY OF
RICHARD III

On 17th March, members heard and saw a
fascinating Zoom talk by Dr Rhian Morgan of
Cardiff University, on the rediscovery, beneath a
Leicester car park, of the remains of what proved
to be King Richard III – which had lain there,
untouched and almost unsuspected, for 527 years
after he was killed at the Battle of Bosworth Field
which ended the Wars of the Roses.
Richard became King in 1483, at the age of 30.
He was on the throne for just over two years, but
was challenged by his rival, Henry Tudor and his
Lancastrian supporters.
At Bosworth, Richard was trapped on his horse in
marshy ground, where he was attacked and lost
his life. His body was taken to Leicester, and he
was buried somewhere there, though it was also
thought that his remains may have been thrown
into the river there – which proved to be untrue.
The suggestion was that he had been buried at the
Grey Friars priory, but after it was closed by
Henry VIII, the land was built over many times,
and part of the site eventually became used as a
council car park.

In the 1980s, researchers suggested that Richard’s
remains could lie under the car park, and
excavations finally started in 2012.
To the amazement of many – including the
researchers and archaeologists – they found a
skeleton, the features of which, including a
markedly curved spine, and violent injuries to his
skull, clearly matched descriptions of Richard III
and his death. Analysis of the bones showed that
he was aged around 30 when he died, and had had
a diet rich in meat and fish.
The DNA of the bones was compared to that of
two descendants of Richard’s sister, which
showed beyond any doubt that the remains were
those of the King…. and, in 2015, the remains
were re-interred, at Leicester Cathedral.
Dr Morgan was thanked for her excellent and
informative talk.
On this occasion, we recorded the Zoom talk,
so anyone who missed it, and would like to
hear it, should contact Geoff Sumner geoffcesumner@gmail.com

Members who saw and heard Dr Morgan’s talk on Richard III may be interested in this event:

Genomics Showcase:
14th May 2021, 10am to 6.30pm.
A free, virtual event.
Join us for a day of fun activities plus a chance to explore the fascinating world of
genetics & genomics which will include:










Fascinating talks from genomics experts
DNA treasure hunt
Exhibitors from a range of organisations
Exciting interactive stands
Exploring genomics through activities & games
Extracting DNA from fruit
Twilight debate on a topical genomics issue
Discussing genomics & health at the Genomics Café
And more…..

People can register their interest in attending by
emailing: walesgenepark@cardiff.ac.uk

Dear Guy,
I really enjoyed last night's talk by Dr
Morgan. I thought she presented it very
well and with enthusiasm. Her slides
were well put together.
I've been a member of the Richard III
Society for more years than I'm going to
admit. Dr Morgan did make one mistake
in saying the prime mover for the search
for the grave was Philippa Gregory - it
was in fact Philippa Langley.
I can see how the two might be muddled
as they have the same first name but PG
is a writer of historical fiction. PL is a
researcher and factual writer who was
awarded an MBE for her work over a
long time leading to the successful
exhumation.
She has written books
about that process. She says the
coincidental R above the grave in the car
park was to mark that space as
Reserved for Council personnel.
The Richard III Society does not work to
'whitewash' the King but to research his
life and times by reassessing all
available material relating to that

historical period. The fact that he was
the last English king to die in battle and
the last of the Plantagenet line makes
his life worth researching further. Some
people may be surprised by his wish to
ensure better justice for his poorer
subjects which led him to reform the
bail and jury systems, amongst other
things.
The Society's members range from
scholars, researchers and authors to
those, like me, who admit to not
knowing much about that era but are
fascinated by it.
The Richard III visitor centre close to
Leicester Cathedral is well worth a visit
(when allowed of course!) for anyone
interested in this subject and the site of
the grave is now preserved within it.
If any Chepstow Society member is
interested to learn more:

www.richardiii.net
Many thanks,
Margaret Fuller

CHEPSTOW PLACE PLAN - www.futurechepstow.co.uk

The Society is making good progress with its Civic and Amenity
activities.
On 3rd March, our second quarterly Zoom meeting saw over 20
Society members hear from, and talk with, several elected
members of the Town Council (from all parties), together with
officers of the county and town councils, representatives of the
Forest of Dean, and Transition Chepstow. We share common
causes with all of them, in seeking to protect the town’s
interests and its environment into the future, and it is good to
see the role of the Chepstow Society increasingly being
recognised.
We heard from MCC officers about the closure of the High
Street during the pandemic, and the changes being brought in
on a temporary basis, including the narrowing of Station Road
and the removal of the crossing lights coupled with raising the
road surface to make it more pedestrian-friendly. We were
assured that there would be a full public consultation before
any changes were made permanent. Clearly, that would have
effects both on the attractiveness of the town centre and on
wider traffic movement, and there exist very different opinions
on where the balance should lie. Let us know your views!
Other points raised included our concerns over the level of new
housing being proposed in the MCC local plan review (RLDP);

the forthcoming (we hope!) Chepstow Transport Study;
the state of the pavements, and coping with water run-off
in the centre; and the bus station area.
At the time of the meeting, we did not have much
information about the Chepstow Place Plan.
BUT… the consultation process has now started, and
members are urged to make their views known at
www.futurechepstow.co.uk – by adding points onto the
interactive map (shown above), or by longer comments.
The Place Plan is a new initiative – Chepstow is the first
town in Monmouthshire to be drawing one up – and
eventually it will give supplementary guidance on the
local plan, and address a wider range of local issues.
Over coming months, we intend that the Society will be
actively involved, along with the Town Council and other
local groups, in enabling as much participation as is
possible in this important process, and ensuring that the
outcome meets the future needs of the town.
The next Civic and Amenity meeting will be on 2nd June.
In the meantime, please read Simon Maddison’s notes on
current planning applications, attached separately.

Guy Hamilton

A REMINDER - SUBSCRIPTIONS
We are now collecting subscriptions for the
year from 1st April 2021.

Subscriptions remain at £10
per member per year.
As we are unable to meet face to face at
present, we need subscriptions to be paid by
one of the following methods:

By BACS, Standing Order, or direct payment
Please contact our Treasurer, David Nicholls,
david.m.nicholls5@btinternet.com –
for further information.
By cheque, made payable to the Chepstow
Society and sent to our Membership Secretary,
Marian Thomas, 24 Severn Crescent,
Chepstow NP16 5EA

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Pursuant to Clause 7(a) of the Society’s
Constitution, notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held
via Zoom on Wednesday 19th May at 7 pm.
Members are advised that at this meeting the
business will include the election of Officers of the
Society, the appointment of appropriate auditors,
and the consideration of annual reports by the
appropriate Officers of the work done by or under
the auspices of the Society and of the audited
accounts. A President and Vice President will also
be elected at this meeting.
Nominations for Officers of the Society may be
given at the Annual General Meeting, but for the
honorary positions of President and Vice President
nominations must be given to the Secretary at
least 21 days before the Annual General Meeting that is, by Wednesday 28th April.

These are your current committee members:
President
Henry Hodges
Vice-President Chris Penrose
Chairman
Geoffrey Sumner
Vice-Chairman Keith James
Secretary
Guy Hamilton
Treasurer
David Nicholls
Excursions
Sallie and Keith James
Also committee members:
Angela and Harry Middleditch,
Anne Rainsbury, Marian Thomas
Civic and amenity co-optees:
Nicky Bailey, Simon Maddison, Carolyn Read
We always welcome new committee members, to
help share out our work and develop new ideas
that would help us inform residents, and improve
the town.
If you might be interested, please email Guy at
ghmyrtle@gmail.com, or call 07786 500609

Future meetings
These will be held via Zoom, until such
time as we are able to meet in the Drill
Hall again.

Wednesday 19th May
Annual General Meeting
Anne Rainsbury
Nathaniel Wells

Wednesday 2nd June
Civic and amenity meeting
with councillors and others

Wednesday 16th June
The Festival of Britain, 1951

Wednesday 21st July
Stephen Wells
The Story of Butlins

Wednesday 15th September
David Williams
The History of High Street Shopping

Wednesday 20th October
Philip Ashford
The Berkeley Plantation in Virginia,
1619-22

Wednesday 17th November
Dr Frances Hurd
The Birth of the English Parish
Church

Wednesday 19th January 2022
Simon Draper
Surnames and Local History

Wednesday 16th February
Simon Waterfield
The Agincourt Archer
All talks are subject to change, depending
on circumstances.

