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Notes from the Chair
Well, the Society has entered the Zoom age on Thursday
16th September when Dr Sarah Barber talked to us about
Henry Marten.
I hope that members found it interesting, though I have
to say that a Zoom meeting does not have the impact of
face-to face meetings. However as it’s the only means we
have of keeping our programme going at present I hope
members will join in and judge for themselves.
The upside of Zoom meetings on the other hand is that
we get to hear speakers from any location and even
abroad, so if you have any suggestions for future
speakers please let us know.

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING OF THE
CHEPSTOW SOCIETY
The 2020 A.G.M., which should have been held in
May but which was unavoidably postponed
because of the pandemic regulations, will now
take place via Zoom at 7.00 pm on Wednesday
21st October, immediately before the talk by Paul
Barrett.
It is a constitutional requirement that an A.G.M.
be held each year.
The formal agenda has been circulated with this
bulletin.
A summary of the accounts, and of officers’
annual reports, was included in the May 2020
members’ bulletin and can again be circulated on
request.

On October 21st, , after the AGM formalities, Paul
Barnett will be talking to us about the Mulberry
Harbours, some parts of which were built here in
Chepstow.
On November 18th Gillian White will be talking about
Henry VIII and the Field of the Cloth of Gold.
As you may know this was an amazing international
festival held in northern France by Henry to impress
the French King Francis I and consisted of acres of
elaborate marquees and portable castles shipped in
by Henry.
There are two reasons for having this talk; it is
exactly 500 years since it was held, and parts of the
cloth used in the marquees are held in Berkeley
Castle.
For those members who wish to join in, the Zoom
details are always the same: ID 562 383 2571 and
password Waters
Next Wednesday at 10am, the Society is unveiling
the plaque commemorating the St Kingsmark Priory.
The plaque is situated on Kingsmark Lane opposite
Park View.
We are also considering installing other
commemorative plaques around Chepstow and any
suggestions for suitable venues would be welcomed.
Keep well and I’ll be in touch again next month.

Geoff Sumner

The Museum How to visit us
Now until Tuesday 15 December 2020
We are really looking forward to welcoming you all back to the
Museum.
Due to Covid 19 our offer will be a different one from that
previously. We are sure that you will understand this is to keep
everyone safe and procedures take into account government and
sector guidelines, along with staff and visitor feedback.
The museum will be open on a limited basis. Initially we will
be open on Tuesdays 11:00 – 14:00 and Saturdays 13:00 –
16:00.
Visits to the museum will be on a free pre-booked basis only.
Book online in advance if you can:
www.visitmonmouthshire.com/chepstow-museum-tickets
This system is likely to be in place until December.
Bookings are for 45 minute slots. During the first 30 mins you
will be able to access the ground floor. For the final 15 mins you
will have access to upstairs and another group will be on the
ground floor.
The booking is for one group of up to 6 people. Everyone in your
group should be from the same household or bubble. This is in
line with Welsh Government legislation.
There will be hand sanitiser available at the entrance to the
museum. You will be required to use it on entry.
In line with Welsh Government legislation all staff and visitors
will be required to wear face coverings.
Staff will either be behind a screen or will maintain a 2m distance
from customers at all times.
Staff will be cleaning throughout. They will pay particular
attention to touch points such as door handles, stair rails and
display boards.
It is with great regret we have taken the decision to remove most
of our activities such as dressing up and craft activities. In
addition, our interactives, which require touch button activation
and the use of earphones etc, will not be available. Items such as
films on a continual loop will still be available but can only be
operated by our staff, so will be accompanied by signage asking
visitors not to touch and to report any issues to our staff.
We have taken the decision to offer activity sheets to our visitors.
These will be available to collect on entry to the museum and
should be taken home with you. We can provide pencils which
should be left in the designated box when you leave. Pencils will
only be re-issued following a period of quarantine.
Our staff are all looking forward to welcoming you back to our
sites. Please be patient through this process, this is a new
experience for us and we realise everything may not be perfect.
We will be reviewing procedures as we go along to make sure
that we learn from our ongoing experiences.

OUR NEXT MEETING
Paul Barrett

THE MULBERRY
HARBOURS
Wednesday 21st October
at 7.00 pm – via Zoom
Meeting ID: 562 383 2571
Passcode: Waters

15-Minute Grant
application –
ideas needed!
At its meeting on 1st October,
the Society’s committee agreed
to support a bid to the Heritage
Fund, proposed by Ned
Heywood, to prepare and install
further plaques around the
town, to mark locations of
historical importance.
Under the “15-Minute Heritage
Grants” programme, grants from
£3,000-£10,000 are available for
projects in Wales “that record stories
of people’s connection to the buildings,
monuments, landscapes and parks
within about 15 minutes of their
doorstep…. We want you to inspire
people to look more closely at their
local places and share diverse
interpretations of the heritage.”
The deadline for applications is 14th
October, and projects need to be
completed by 31st March 2021.
The bid is now being prepared for
submission, and various suggestions as
to the locations of possible new
plaques have been made.
Do you have any ideas of where new
plaques should be installed, within
Chepstow?
Please submit any suggestions to Guy
Hamilton, ghmyrtle@gmail.com, or
Geoff Sumner,
geoffcesumner@gmail.com

Forgotten local priory
remembered

The new ceramic information plaque installed by the
Chepstow Society to mark the site of a forgotten medieval
Priory will be officially unveiled on Wednesday 7th
October at 10 a.m.
The plaque commemorates the small Augustinian Priory
of St Kingsmark or Kynemark – originally a local Welsh
saint named Cynfarch, whose church had been in the area.
St Kynemark’s Priory was founded before 1270, and
functioned until Henry VIII’s Dissolution of the
Monasteries in 1534. The Priory’s stones were used in
later farm buildings, and there is now nothing to be seen
of it above ground. Excavations in the early 1960s, before
the houses on Kingsmark Lane and Normandy Way were
built, uncovered evidence of three monastic ranges, but no
church.
The plaque has been designed by Keith Underwood, and
made by Ned Heywood. It has been installed at the top
end of the footpath leading from Kingsmark Lane down to
St Kingsmark Avenue.
An information leaflet has been prepared by the Society
and is being distributed to residents in the area. For a free
copy, please contact Guy Hamilton, ghmyrtle@gmail.com
or 07786 500609.

Keith Underwood
continues his memories of his early years in Sedbury…
Going to school
On September 19th 1946, I set out on my first big
adventure.
Although I had had the good fortune missing
from the lives of other children during the 1940s
(with my parents I had made several treks
through London to see the family in Kent, often
through the aftermath of an air raid), this day
was special.
I had managed to be given a place at Monmouth
School and the big moment had come. Getting
up very early I made my way into Chepstow by
an early bus, there being frequent buses to
serve the workers, largely for the shipyard.

I fell in with a Forest boy called Vallender (I
wonder what happened to him?) and we
racketed around the School, until eventually
stopped by a large prefect whose stern lecture
completely changed my life.
The bus for home left from outside Assender’s,
the sweetshop in Monnow Street – and I may
well have been picked up by a utility bus with
slatted wooden seats (I shall always remember
its number – AGP 841!)

Keith Underwood

The town was quite different in those days, no
frills, bustling and full of active people, having
just endured the War, and still rationed.
The Monmouth buses came and went from
Welsh Street, outside the Horn, on the
pavement of which were plane trees and the old
stone mounting block. There was quite a crowd
of unknown children, from both the boys’ school
and the High School (which preferred its girls to
travel by train, several using Tutshill Halt).
I later got to know the Bulwark gang, mostly
scholarship boys, several of whom good friends
in later life. John Cotton, Ross Barber, John
Hereford and Norman Sirrell (whose father
collected for the Refuge) were among them.
Naylor Firth and I had been at Oakfield on
Hardwick Hill and his was the only familiar face.
My mother was apparently on tenterhooks all
day, enduring life without her only son for the
first time. But I returned home in the evening
jubilant, over-excited and dishevelled, full of the
events of the day which seemed to drop right out
of Tom Brown’s Schooldays.

Who remembers this building?
Do you have any memories to share?

A Horse’s Head in the Frost
Artwork inspired by the Mari Lwyd
tradition
An exhibition at Chepstow Museum
Open: Tues 11am – 2pm; Sat 1-4pm

(timed slots – prebook online
www.visitmonmouthshire.com)

Exhibition runs until mid-Dec 2020
In the dark days of December as Christmas festivities launch
with lights and feasting, in the dark streets and countryside of
Wales a strange figure appears, the Mari Lwyd or Grey Mare.

The custom has seen a great revival in recent years not least in
Chepstow itself, and at Chepstow Museum this winter there is
a special celebration this year.

The stark white skull of a horse decorated with coloured
ribbons, draped with a long white gown, with jaws made to
snap, is led from house to house. She comes from the
Otherworld, a reminder that winter is a time to mark the
process of life, death and rebirth, and evokes a time when
horses symbolised power and fertility. She is led by a troupe
wearing coloured ribbons and some with blackened faces, The
Leader who holds the reins carrying a stick to knock on doors
as they do their rounds, attempting to gain entry. But each
visit is a battle of song and rhyme between those without and
those within – the Mari Lwyd gains entry when her troupe win
the competition and outdo the occupants. Her entry with
snapping jaws heralds entertainment, music and hospitality,
beer, and money. Their parting words were a blessing on the
house.

The Mari Lwyd has become an inspiration for a whole host of
artists intrigued and moved by her magic and mystery. The
exhibition brings together artwork from artists throughout the
UK and beyond whose work features the Mari Lwyd in some
way or the mythic world from which she has emerged.
There is a wealth of imagery in a variety of media. Artists
John and Sue Exton who live and work in Monmouthshire and
are themselves creators of Mari Lwyds and participants in
celebrations, have brought together the many artists who are
contributing to this exhibition. Many of the works are also for
sale.
A feast and a celebration of the Mari Lwyd, the exhibition is
also an opportunity to find out more about this magical
tradition

Chepstow and Abergavenny Museums Popular Art Appreciation Courses
Now you can join us from wherever you are in the world for a course of 8 one hour talks about

The Treasures of the Royal Collection
Explore one of Europe’s most extraordinary collections of art – and the taste,
talent, power and passion behind it. From Breughel to Titian, Van Dyck to Landseer,
along with exquisite porcelain, furniture and jewels.
In an hour-long Zoom talk each week for 8 weeks, popular Monmouthshire lecturer
Eleanor Bird will discuss some of the key works in this amazing collection, setting
them in their art historical context.
Our courses start in, and in celebration of, Welsh
Museums Festival week this year. There are two
opportunities for you to join us online:
th

th

Mondays 2-3pm, from 26 October to 14 December
2020
th
or Wednesdays 10.30-11.30am from 28 October to
th
16 December 2020
ADVANCE BOOKING ESSENTIAL.
nd
Book by midnight Thurs 22 October
Course fee £40.
Booking is online only, not via the Museum.
To book: www.visitmonmouthshire.com/art-history

Unlike many grand European art collections, the Royal Collection has
survived for us to enjoy today. As well as examining many beautiful
paintings, the course will explore the taste, talent, power and passion
behind their acquisition. In particular, we look at Charles I’s dangerous
obsession for collecting which began when he crossed Europe in disguise
to meet a possible Spanish bride, and the passion for gift-giving between
Victoria and Albert, who catalogued and expanded the Collection to
include both mediaeval altarpieces and the latest photography. Works
th
covered will span the centuries from the early Renaissance to the 19
century masters, including Breughel, Holbein, Leonardo, Titian, Van Dyck,
Tintoretto, Turner and Landseer. Along the way, the lectures will touch
on everything from solid silver furniture to Roman cameos to the
glittering jewels which are the now-controversial spoils of Empire.

