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Notes from the Chair 

  On Thursday 27 August, we had our first Zoom 

meeting of the Executive Committee, open to all 

members.   

This was in the nature of an experiment, to see how 

many members would take advantage of the 

technology and join in one of our meetings.  

In the event, over ten members did, and it will be 

interesting to see how many join us for our first full 

meeting on Wednesday 16th September, when Dr 

Sarah Barber will be talking to us about Henry 

Marten.  

You will recall that Henry Marten was the main 

signatory of the death warrant of Charles I who, after 

the Restoration, was spared execution and was 

sentenced to life imprisonment in Chepstow Castle. 

His grave is in St Mary’s Church. 

 

 

 

On 21st October, Paul Barnett will give a talk on 

the Mulberry Harbour which played such a 

crucial part in the D-Day  landings and part of 

which was built in Chepstow. 

At that October meeting, before the talk, we will 

hold our Annual General Meeting, formal notice 

of which is included in this Bulletin. 

As members will know, the A.G.M. should have 

been held in May, but owing to the Covid-19 

pandemic had to be postponed.  

Again this will be available to members via Zoom, 

but as it is important that all members are able to 

participate in the meeting If they want, those 

members who do not have access to Zoom will be 

able to join in by telephone. Full details will be 

available shortly. 

I do hope that members enjoy keeping in touch 

with the Society by reading the monthly bulletin 

which we produce and, until we can meet again in 

person, will join us at our meetings via Zoom or 

on the telephone.  

Please let us have any comments and suggestions 

that you think may help make the Society as 

enjoyable as possible until we return to 

normality.  

Keep well and I’ll be in touch again next month. 

Geoff Sumner 

 

 

The 2020 Annual General Meeting of the Society, postponed from May, will take place via Zoom 

on 21
st
 October 2020.   As mentioned previously, the formal business will be transacted 

immediately before the talk on that day.  A summary of the accounts, and of officers’ annual 

reports, was included in the May 2020 members’ bulletin and can again be circulated on request.   

Nominations for the posts of President and Vice-President must be received by 30
th

 September. 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The Society’s Committee has decided not to 

seek any subscriptions from members for the 

current year, April 2020 – April 2021.   

For those members who have already paid an 

annual subscription by standing order, their 

subscriptions will be deemed to cover them for 

next year, that is until April 2022. 

 



             

Dr Sarah Barber 
Senior Lecturer in History, Lancaster University 

The Life of Henry Marten 

Wednesday 16
th

 September at 7.00 pm – via Zoom 

    Meeting ID: 562 383 2571 

    Passcode: Waters  
 

 

Where in Chepstow….? 
Last month’s picture showed the view from 

Station Road towards Beaufort Square, as it was 
before the narrow archway on the left was 

removed in 1952 to widen the road.    The old 
Assembly Rooms building which became the 

Gaumont cinema (and now Coffee #1) is on the 
right, and on the left is 5 Beaufort Square, 

Proctors’ ironmongers, also demolished to widen 
the road.   

We hope to include some more of the late 
Mercedes Waters’ drawings in future bulletins. 

 

There is a user-friendly video guide to using Zoom –           

by clicking on this link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOUwumKCW7M 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOUwumKCW7M


  

The Society needs you! 

Since it was set up over 70 years ago, the 

Chepstow Society has been active in 

monitoring the changes taking place in the 

town, helping to protect what is valuable, and 

seeking improvements to the town’s 

environment. 

We need to continue to carry out this vital 

function.  One way would be to set up a small 

group of members, who can keep each other 

informed (virtually if preferred), follow local 

media, and coordinate inputs to other 

organisations – like the town and county 

councils, and local groups such as the Chamber 

of Commerce, Transition Chepstow, and 

others. 

This need not be an onerous responsibility for 

anyone – the responsibilities can be shared.  

Expertise and past experience would be 

invaluable – but what is most important is an 

interest in the town, and in ensuring its 

wellbeing and the protection of what makes it 

so special.  

If you are interested in helping out, please 

contact Guy Hamilton by email – 

ghmyrtle@gmail.com – or call on 01291 

628779. 

 

EXCURSIONS 

When and if regulations allow, we 

would like to reintroduce 

organised day trips for members, 

to places of interest. 

If you have any thoughts about 

where trips should be organised 

for, please let Sallie know… 

sallie_james@btinternet.com 

01594 529713 

   

 

 

Letters to the Editor              
(A first! – do keep them coming!) 
 

Ivor Cavill’s mention of Mr Gibson brought fond 

memories of the Unit.    

 

My Mother had taken me to Newport for a tooth 

extraction.  Unfortunately, insufficient gas was 

administered, and I kicked the Dentist, who was 

furious.   

 

My mother did not contact anyone else.  I 

travelled daily into Chepstow, so mentioned my 

problem to Mr Gibson’s Nurse, who also 

travelled daily.   

 

The NHS was in its infancy, when his Nurse 

mentioned my predicament to Mr Gibson. He 

agreed to give me an appointment.   He 

administered a different anaesthetic, and 

eventually after sawing my jaw bone, removed 

the remains of the tooth.    

 

Understandably, I was very nervous when Mr 

Gibson retired, and did not visit any other 

dentist.   

 

When my son was of an age to have regular 

inspections, I applied to the Dentist Practice next 

to my employment.     Mr Bill Morgan instructed 

that we have a double appointment.  On entering 

he said "right, you in the chair first".   The double 

appointment was a success!   

  

Apparently my teeth have very large 

roots.  Whenever my teeth needed attention, I  

telephoned the Unit, and had an appointment 

with Mr Gibson. I then had regular appointments, 

he was always extremely kind, and I lost my fear 

of dental treatment.    

 

Now that Mr Morgan has retired and I visit a new 

Dentist, I inform them of my problem.   It usually 

means I have the extra expense for an X-ray 

before they will treat me.    

 

                         Marjorie Evans 

 

mailto:ghmyrtle@gmail.com
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THE CHEPSTOW SOCIETY 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Pursuant to Clause 7(a) of the Society’s Constitution, notice is hereby given that the 

Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be held via Zoom on                                 

21st October 2020 at 7 pm. 

The requirement that this meeting should have been held in May 2020 was varied by 

decision of the Executive Committee on 27th August 2020, owing to the inability of 

the Society to meet then because of government regulations caused by the Covid – 

19 pandemic. 

Members are advised that at this meeting the business shall include: 

 the election of Officers of the Society 

 the appointment of appropriate auditors 

 the consideration of annual reports by the appropriate Officers of the work done by 

or under the auspices of the Society 

 the consideration of the audited accounts.  

A President and Vice Presidents shall also be elected at this meeting.  

Nominations for Officers of the Society may be given at the Annual General Meeting, 

but for the honorary positions of President and Vice Presidents nominations must be 

given to the Secretary at least 21 days before the Annual General Meeting, that is by 

30th September. 

 

 

For further information please contact Geoff Sumner, geoffcsumner@btinternet.com 

mailto:geoffcsumner@btinternet.com

