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Notes from the Chair
We start 2019 aware of the two functions that
our Society has.
First our civic function.
I asked for a note to be sent round recently
about the attempt by Barratt homes to build a
further 200 houses alongside the existing
Bayfield estate in Chepstow. We in the Society
are very concerned at the effect on this town of
the housing developments existing and
planned in and around Chepstow. Apart from
the 400 plus houses to be built on the Fairfield
Mabey site, there are developments in place in
Tutshill which will impact on Chepstow.
An additional 200 homes proposed by Barratts
will, we feel, have an intolerable effect on the
Chepstow infrastructure. In particular these
developments and others in Gloucestershire
will exacerbate the traffic situation in
Chepstow which is already very congested for
most of the day.
As an historical Society, I am excited that we
will honour our own ‘Greatest Knight’ –
William Marshal, Lord of Striguil, preserver of
Magna Carta and defender of the country
against a French invasion. We are having three
talks in April, May and June, and the last will
be by the historical novelist Elizabeth
Chadwick.
One thing I promise we won’t talk about is
Brexit!
A Happy New Year to you all!
Geoffrey Sumner
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MEETINGS AND SPEAKERS
Weds. 16 January
Prof. Madeleine Gray – Tintern Abbey’s
Medieval Tomb Carvings
Weds. 20 February
Steve Rowley –
The History of Morris Dancing
Weds. 20 March
Naylor Firth – The Severn Ferries
Weds. 17 April
Bill Zajac – Chepstow Castle at the time of
William Marshal
All at 7.15 p.m. in the Drill Hall

Holiday 2019,
Scarborough
29th April to 3rd May
The balance is due by the 1st March. We are
waiting for the costs for the excursions which
we should receive in the next few weeks,
then we will be able to calculate the final cost
for the holiday.
Due to the distance we will need to leave
Chepstow earlier than previously, therefore
more quizzes please!
Keith and Sallie James, 01594 529713 or
kp.james@btinternet.com

Honorary Secretary’s Report
MCC have set a Council Tax rise for 2019 at
6%. This they say is made necessary by
continued Government cuts, and they hope to
hold it down to 3% in future years .
Council workmen are presently preparing to
install the new collection machines in the
town’s car parks . These will set in motion the
new regime which they signaled last year
which seeks to inhibit “meter feeding” and
pushes drivers to move on or out to allow
more spaces for “shoppers and visitors”.
Complaints have already been heard from
residents and shoppers . We should continue
to be worried at the effect the “Long Term”
regulations will have concerning the Drill
Hall and its viability when the car park is
reduced to £1 per day.
The New Year will also see the full effects of
the removal of the tolls from the Severn
Bridges. Lots has been said about house
prices, traffic jams, and a bypass around
Chepstow and another on the M4 around
Newport.

CHARITY GIFT
At the recent Chepstow Society Christmas
Social, we were entertained by a Punch
and Judy entertainer who took us through
the history of Punch and Judy.
At the conclusion of this visual history he
performed a short show which included the
need in Victorian times to collect money
from those watching the show as his fee to
make a living. To do this he had a "bottler",
who went around with a bottle and
collected donations.
For this show he selected a "bottler" from
the audience (Geoff Sumner, our
chairman), who passed amongst the
members with a large bottle seeking
donations, which the entertainer requested
that the money collected should be given
to a charity of our choice.
St David's Hospice was the choice and the
treasurer David Barber presented the local
shop in Chepstow with a sum of £32.00 for
which they were most grateful and thanked
the society for the kind donation

Perhaps 2019 will bring some solutions, or
will it be more problems?

David Barber

Henry Hodges

BOOKS FOR SALE
Thanks in particular to the generosity of our member Mike Birbeck, we have a small number of out-of-print
Chepstow Society and other publications about the area for sale to members, at very reasonable prices.
These include:
 “Chepstow Ships” by Grahame Farr, 1954 (£60 – very scarce!)
 “The Unfortunate Valentine Morris” by Ivor Waters, 1964 (signed copy, £20)
 “Chepstow Parish Records” by Ivor Waters, 1955 (£15)
 “Chepstow Miscellany” by Ivor Waters, 1958 (£12)
 “Folklore and Dialect of the Lower Wye Valley” by Ivor Waters, 1973 (£12)
…. and many others. They will be on sale at our monthly meetings.
For further information, please contact Guy Hamilton on 01291 628779 or ghmyrtle@gmail.com

