
        THE CHEPSTOW SOCIETY                    

Members Bulletin                   January 2018 

Notes from the Chair 
 

It is sometimes forgotten that we are not only a local 

historical but also a civic society and clause 2(b) of our 

Constitution states that one of our objects is: 

‘To encourage the preservation, development and 

improvement of the features of general public amenity… 

(in Chepstow) 

I mention this because it is always a disappointment to 

me that a large part of our audience each month leaves 

after the tea break when we reach the second – civic - part 

of our meeting, namely that relating to the proposals 

affecting the town development and amenities. 

The main reason for mentioning this at this time is that 

the pressure on Chepstow and its environs is likely to 

increase in 2018 and 2019 when the tolls on the Severn 

bridges are to be reduced and then abolished. 

Pressure on housing in this town is already increasing and 

is likely to go on doing so because people working in the 

Bristol area are realising what an attractive place  

Chepstow is to live in especially when they do not have                     

to pay the bridge fee to get to work.  The pressure            

will also come from local and national governments in 

their quest to build the huge number of new houses that 

are needed in the United Kingdom. 

Quite obviously Chepstow must play its part in this 

movement but we are all concerned at the effect such 

development will have on the local infrastructure and, 

above all, on the traffic in our town. As we are all aware 

our town is a funnel for those people coming not only 

from Monmouthshire but also from Gloucestershire and 

Herefordshire to cross the Severn. 

I do hope that as many members as possible stay on at our 

meetings to hear our Secretary relate what he has found 

out about future planning proposals and join with us in 

speaking up for Chepstow’s interests. 

Geoff Sumner 

 

Honorary Secretary’s Report 
 

Early in the New Year a start will be made on a £1m 

scheme to replace the old metal gas pipes with longer 

lasting plastic ones throughout the area of Hardwick 

Hill (A48) and the Bulwark Rd. The scheme will 

involve renewing the connections to some 700 houses 

and will make use of temporary traffic lights over an 

18 month period.  

Along with this delay to traffic will come the 

completion of the Riverside flats (Severn Quay) in 

Lower Chepstow and another step made towards the 

great Chepstow gridlock (GCG).  

A review of MCC’s Local Development Plan (LDP) is 

also out for consultation until the 5th Feb 2018. It 

admits the failure of the present plan to secure a 

current supply of suitable housing land to meet 

Government requirements and suggests that the new 

plan may run as far as 2036 and be integrated into the 

Cardiff regional Capital City scheme.  

With the M4 relief road inquiry also moved back some 

18 months recently, and the rundown of the tolls on 

the Severn Bridges underway with all the housing 

pressure from the Bristol area that could bring to us, 

it does not seem that the Town’s traffic problems are 

to solved anytime soon, if at all!  

Henry Hodges 

 EXCURSIONS 
Spring Holiday 2018 – Newquay, 
Cornwall 

We will shortly be finalising the excursions for the above 
holiday.  Once these have been confirmed we will be able to 
notify you of the final payment, which will be due by the 
end of February. 

Other ideas for excursions:  
We are looking at day trips to: 

• London and the Houses of Parliament 

• The Concorde museum, Bristol  
As always, we welcome ideas from members. 
For further information, contact 

Keith and Sallie James,   
01594 529713 or kp.james@btinternet.com 



Christmas PartyChristmas PartyChristmas PartyChristmas Party    
The Society held its Christmas Party on Saturday 

2nd December at the Drill Hall. 

Our hosts for the evening were Sallie and Keith 

James, who were ably assisted by Angela and Harry 

Middleditch.   Thanks must also be given to members 

of the Executive who provided vital help on the day, 

and to chairman Geoffrey Sumner, playing the role 
of Santa Claus. 

The evening started with an act showing how you 

could change through the various stages to become 

a pantomime dame, and the dame then led those 

present through the pantomime and ended up with a 

number of song, sung with gusto and much 

enthusiasm. 

A cold buffet followed, with the Christmas trapping 

of crackers, hats and horrible jokes, and a visit from 
Father Christmas. 

The evening concluded with the Chepstow 

Community Big Band, playing from 9.30pm to 

11.30pm. They were as always excellent, playing 

easy listening music, singing by two members of the 

band, solo acts and dance music, allowing guests to 

show off their dance prowess. 

A vote of thanks was given by David Barber to Sallie 

and Keith, with mention of the others who made the 
evening such a success.  

David Barber 

 

 

   

 

MEETINGS AND 

SPEAKERS 
 

Weds. 17 January – 

Ugly	Mugs	–	Gargoyles	of	Gloucestershire	

-  John Putley 

Weds. 21 February – 

“Five	Boys	and	a	Pasty”	– John Sheen 

Weds. 21 March –  

Anglo-Saxon	Gloucestershire  

– Simon Draper 
 

All at 7.15 p.m. in the Drill Hall 


