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Notes from the Chair 
 

It is sometimes forgotten that we are not only a local 
historical but also a civic society and clause 2(b) of our 
Constitution states that one of our objects is: 

‘To encourage the preservation, development and 
improvement of the features of general public amenity… 
(in Chepstow) 

I mention this because it is always a disappointment to 
me that a large part of our audience each month leaves 
after the tea break when we reach the second – civic - part 
of our meeting, namely that relating to the proposals 
affecting the town development and amenities. 

The main reason for mentioning this at this time is that 
the pressure on Chepstow and its environs is likely to 
increase in 2018 and 2019 when the tolls on the Severn 
bridges are to be reduced and then abolished. 

Pressure on housing in this town is already increasing and 
is likely to go on doing so because people working in the 
Bristol area are realising what an attractive place  
Chepstow is to live in especially when they do not have                     

to pay the bridge fee to get to work.  The pressure            
will also come from local and national governments in 
their quest to build the huge number of new houses that 
are needed in the United Kingdom. 

Quite obviously Chepstow must play its part in this 
movement but we are all concerned at the effect such 
development will have on the local infrastructure and, 
above all, on the traffic in our town. As we are all aware 
our town is a funnel for those people coming not only 
from Monmouthshire but also from Gloucestershire and 
Herefordshire to cross the Severn. 

I do hope that as many members as possible stay on at our 
meetings to hear our Secretary relate what he has found 
out about future planning proposals and join with us in 
speaking up for Chepstow’s interests. 

Geoff Sumner 
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